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perpetually enlarged and new weapons of destruction invented ? Ignoring what were supposed to be the laws of war, the Germans had used poison-gas at Festubert, and this from now onwards to the end of the war was to be a device common to all the belligerents. The old art of war, the art of rapid movement, manoeuvring, outflanking, outwitting, as practised by the Marlboroughs and Napoleons, seemed suddenly to have gone bankrupt, and its place to have been taken by a squalid and bestial struggle to exhaustion between too evenly balanced forces seeking to destroy each other with high explosives and poison-gas.
All humane persons fought against this conclusion, and before 1914 was over many busy brains were studying maps to find ways round or ways out of the deadlock on the western front. In a conflict which extended over so vast an area, which embraced Russia, Austria, Turkey, Italy and the Balkan States as well as France, Germany and Great Britain, there must, it was argued, be weak spots in the enemy line if only they could be found. Why hammer at the impenetrable trench barrier in France and Flanders, when Austria might be attacked, when a force might be landed in Schleswig-Holstein, or an advance made through the Balkans, or Turkey thrown out of action by the capture of the Dardanelles. Mr. Lloyd George, the future Prime Minister, was sure from the beginning that he knew of far better ways than the concentration in France and Flanders which commended itself to the orthodox soldiers, and he began energetically proposing these plans from the end of the year 1914 onwards.
So far as the objects were concerned, no one could gainsay them. Nothing was more to be desired than that some alternative should be discovered to the costly war of ajtotion on the west front. But from the beginning—and** to the end —all alternative plans encountered very formidable objections, one or other of which proved fatal to most of them, when it came to action.
First, the enemy held what are called the interior lines, whereas the Allies were working on the outer circle. This enabled him to move his forces rapidly and freely from one point to another of the great circle, and to attack any part of the line which he thought to have been weakened by the Allies hadFrench
